
Minutes of the AUSTRALIAN TRUFFLE GROWERS ASSOCIATION
Wed 6th June 2019 – Teleconf meeting
Meeting Commenced @ 15:11

Present – Colin Carter (VP), Andres Haas (S), Paul Robinson (T), Marcus Jessup (Tas), Jeff 
Anderson (WA), Anne Mitchell (WA), Fiona Favro (Comms Officer), Noel Fitzpatrick (Vic), Nick 
Hancock (S.A.), 

Apologies - Peter Stahle (P), Wayne Haslam (NSW), Damian Robinson (NSW), 

Minutes from previous meeting – Exec meeting - (26/27-02-2019) noted as only having Action Items 
distributed.

Preliminary comment from Colin Carter (VP) :
Spoke to Peter Stahle (P) yesterday and he sounds much better. His estimated return to work date is 
end of June on a part time basis. 

Outstanding Action Items from previous meeting still to be addressed : 
Action Items Re : AVSTEP process 

AVSTEP process is up and running
PaulR is AVSTEP coordinator
Tks to WH for following this thru

Action Items Re : 5 Year Strategic Plan
PR – Brief is done, committee to ratify next step

Action Items Re : EPPRD items
Sub committee met last week, still no concensus on model – will email poll to Exec
JA - question regarding insurance cover for industry as a whole?
PR – called insurance agent – no way of insuring for this as there is no policy model for pest 
incursion. PR to look at policy against potential $200k financial risk
PR – requested feedback from committee re: engaging Victoria Taylor from Flourish to 
assist/guide process.
Cost est $5000
AM – how will the models be validated?
JA – poll to entire industry (not just ATGA) by independent agent
PR – Victoria has done these before for other industries
AH – sub-committee needs approval to spend on Victoria attending our meetings @ $100/hour

No objections – Approved
AM – move a motion to accept proposal from Flourish to assist the truffle industry as submitted. 
CC seconded
- All in favour - MOVED

Action Items Re : Minor Use Permits
PR – all 7 items proposed. Peter Del Santo has listed all of them in the 2nd draft
Should be submitted 21st June and will take 5 – 10 months for approval

Action Items Re : 5 Year Strategic Plan
PR – sent out Monday, Alan Davey seems a good fit.
To be discussed at AGM



Motion : Support for PR to engage Alan Davey and permission to go thru Agrifutures for 
additional funding. Proposed - NF, seconded - MJ - APPROVED
Action Items Re : ATGA Website

FF – JA has taken this up for ATGA
JA – Working on shopping cart for conference bookings – 60% done. ETA 2-3 weeks – around 
end of June.
JA is the website admin and will approach external WordPress consultants if needed
Most issues raied by Fred Harden have been mitigated in the new approach to the website.
Action Item – AH to thank Fred for services rendered to ATGA

Action Items Re : French truffle collaboration with Celeste
AM – Celeste has accepted $3k from ATGA as part payment towards total costs of $6k. 
Additional $3k coming from TPWA

Action Items Re : Food awards
Addressed in newsletter for anyone to participate in 

Peter Stahle joined teleconf at 4pm

Business Arising :

Treasurers report (Paul Robinson) :
- As submitted in the last couple of days
- PR tabled report, CC seconded. No questions, MOVED
- Some confusion regarding membership levels – PR thinks there are 224, FF thinks 127 (thru

AMember)
Action Item : PR/FF to review membership reporting discrepancies 
Action Item : PR to identify monies currently allocated to projects. PR indicated we are in pretty 
good shape  with around $110k in the bank. 

Production estimates :
- CC noted that it was a particularly dry summer in Victoria
- PS noted that the dry conditions have suppressed insects so quality is likely to be better
- VIC – Stuart Dunbar estimates he will increase from 200kg in 2018 to 500kg in 2019!

o CC indicate it has been the wettest May since 2016

- WA – JA thought personally a 50% increase this year. A dry May but hot summer. May even have to
irrigate further

- TAS – MJ – lots of rain but not very cool.  Frosts have only occurred in the last couple of days.
Needlesdale expects 1 tonne this year

- NSW - unknown

Research Projects :
Crop Safety and Chemical Residues Trial
- PR – Peter DelSanto prepping tender documents – to be released 10th July, and out for 3 weeks
- ** Glufosinate and Metaldehyde testing

o Sectioned off areas, owner will be compensated for lost production at market rates

- AM the project will put truffles on the labels for those products – different from MUP’s
Communications project



- PS –  has submitted all reporting to end of 2018 and $25k received
- PR – Agrifutures waiting on final report for final $5k payment

o We have a 2 month extension to 15th July
Action Item : PS / PR to confer on last Agrifutures report for final $5k payment

2019 AGM / Conference (Fiona Favro) :
- CC – this years’ conference is the best planned yet, and so far in advance too
- FF – What are ATGA’s shared charges with TPWA for Carlos’ attendance?
- AM – as an academic, they don’t normally charge for speaking

o ATGA will be charged for travel, accom etc…

o Carlos will speak in the East (conference) 1st, then over in WA

o Est 1900 euros for flights to and within Oz

o Ag Dept in WA (DPIRD) is putting in $2000

o Spain  Melb  Launceston  Melb  Perth  Spain

- NF – Carlos will do a workshop / presentation / farm visit
- Apologies – Secretary dropped out of teleconf for 10 mins at this point
- NF  –  Peter  Brown  analysis  of  6-8  most  productive  truffieres  across  country.  They  have  been

approached for soil samples. Results will be anonymous and growers will get their results.
- CC – soil samples and analysis will cost $250 each
- AH – will there be BOM  temp and rainfall stats for each? Yes
- NF – agenda has been sent out to committee

o Panel Q&A with Carlos should generate interest

o Sunday farm tour and maintenance demonstrations of pruning / Spanish wells / cultivating

- FF – Galah dinner questions
o Do we need a 2nd option for mains and entrée – Yes

o There will be canapes / entre / mains / dessert served

4:56 – PR and MJ left teleconference

Any Other Business :

eNose discussion from Lucas & Adomas :
- CC – main thrust is to potentially replace dogs
- They would be looking at every grower
- CC – thought they would maybe target wholesalers only
Action Item : CC to distribute information received on eNose proposal

Australian Truffle Brand discussion :
- Parked for future discussion

Marketing Sub-committee :
- NF - this sub-committee is to assist FF with developing guidelines, costings, etc…
- Mostly around website advertising structure



- Marketing subcommittee to review and put forward suggestions for structure and costs, but ATGA
committee to have final say on who is in/out

- Noel and Damian volunteered
Action Item : NF to send a ½ page around the committee regarding the purpose of the Marketing sub-

committee.

ATGA Facebook page :
- AM – this was originally set up by AM and Lana Mitchell (under AM’s name)
- Not currently being managed but was intended to publish details of upcoming truffle festivals
Action Item : Marketing sub-committee to look at the current and future requirements for the existing 
Facebook page

Peter Stahle thanked everyone for the support he has received during his illness 

Meeting closed at 17:16

Next ATGA Meeting : AGM at conference 14th Sept

Action Items :
Action Item – AH to thank Fred for services rendered to ATGA
Action Item : PR/FF to review membership reporting discrepancies 
Action Item : PR to identify monies currently allocated to projects
Action Item : PS / PR to confer on last Agrifutures report for final $5k payment
Action Item : CC to distribute information received on eNose proposal
Action Item : NF to send a ½ page around the committee regarding the purpose of the Marketing 
sub-committee.
Action Item : Marketing sub-committee to look at the current and future requirements for the 
existing Facebook page


