
Minutes of the AUSTRALIAN TRUFFLE GROWERS ASSOCIATION
Wed 27th November 2019 – Teleconf meeting
Meeting Commenced @ 15:30

Present – Noel Fitzpatrick (Prez), Colin Carter (VP), Andres Haas (S), Paul Robinson (T), Marcus 
Jessup (Tas), Jeff Anderson (WA), Wayne Haslam (NSW), Adam Wilson (WA), Jenny McAuley 
(Vic), Katherine Faull (SA), Fiona Favro (Comms Officer), Neil O’Grady(New Sec) 

Apologies - Damian Robinson (NSW) – attended later, 

Welcome to new attendees – Jenny McAuley (Vic) and Neil O’Grady (interim Sec till next AGM)

Minutes from previous meeting – Exec meeting - (14-09-2019) accepted (PR/WH).

Action Items from previous meeting : 
Action Item : PR to summarise differences between minor use and on-label usage for Metaldehyde 
and Basta, work done to date and future options and redistribute to committee. DONE
Action Item : PR to redistribute Strategic Plans (directions, next steps and table) to the Committee for
further comment DONE
Action Item : FionaF to get permission to publish all of the conference content to the ATGA website 
for members only DONE
Action Item : Membership eligibility for exporters No issue with current definition
Action Item : look to defining Associate membership only for non-Australian residents, growers and 
exporters Carried over till Feb (in person) meeting
Action Item : send out email to all Vic members calling for a replacement Vic committee 
representative DONE

Conflict of interest declarations :
- CC re AVSTEP process, will stay out of discussion
- JM – might have an issue with tree levy models

Business Arising :

Treasurers report (Paul Robinson) :
- Nearly $109k at bank, 2 creditors still (Richard Austen and Noel Fitzpatrick)
- AGM/Conf was a huge success, with a small profit as well. Conf committee did a wonderful job.

Thanks go to Marcus, Noel and Fiona
- Treasurers report as prev sent accepted by CC/JM

WA meeting – 16  th   Nov (Noel Fitzpatrick) :  
- Intent was to invite TPWA members to meet ATGA and familiarize themselves with our activities and

to meet the WA ATGA representatives Jeff and Adam (absent)
- Approx. 20 people attended, AW suggested that it wasn’t well broadcast. NF responded that the invite

was sent to all TPWA / ATGA / Agrifutures contacts.
- PR – Peter Delsanto from Agrifutures presented on:

o The differences between permits Vs registration



o Permits have a 2 – 10 year life, registration has a more rigorous process with beter quality of

information. Registration is recognized by APBMA and is ongoing.
o PDS indicated that there is no real difference between ‘recognition’ between a MUP (Minor

Use Permit) and registration.
- NF – TPWA not opposed in principle, but it is seen as an ATGA project. Content to use MUP but not

opposed to registration. 
o 1 exporter was concerned about overseas reactions (not AW)

o Michael Lowe (TWCo) didn’t see it as an issue

o Wally Edwards was previously supportive also

- AW – Europeans not  really  opening up source to buyers – whether cultivated or wild.  Typically
Europeans use this info against those setting the principles like this – similar to prev experience in the
olive oil industry.

- PR – probably would not start trials until after next harvest – so late winter 2020 thru 2022. If there is
no residue, then will automatically go on to label and manufacturers website.

- JA – funding chased by PDS
- AW – commercial outcomes Vs growing opportunities. Chemical issue can become critical for truffles.
- NF – other geographic producers – South Africa, South America
- PR – value of the correct usage knowledge outweighs any downside of misuse (e.g.  withholding

periods, application rates, etc…)
- NF – look at the Australian beef industry – can’t spray weeds for certain times before export.
- JM – not a level playing field internationally, but will there be more scrutiny in future?
- AW – yes
- JM – should exporters declare that truffles have been grown within recognized guidelines?
- PR – Yes, Maybe even random truffle testing of exported truffles
- AW – not sure that truffle industry should be the flag bearer for this
- NF – decision needs to be made by 20th Dec
- WH – need to know more about costs
- PR – costs have already been documented – approx. $10k outlay by ATGA

o 2x Federal Ag Dept funding
o $5k from TPWA (or Agrifutures will pick this up)
o ATGA contribution due in 2 years’ time

- NF – I will put something together for consideration and decision in 1 weeks’ time
Action Item : NF will put something together for consideration and decision on Glufosinate and 
Metaldehyde registration process in 1 weeks’ time. Committee to decide whether to proceed with 
registration process by 20th Dec

Levy survey results (Jeff Anderson) :
- JA - The survey link was sent to both ATGA and TPWA members; a little over 200 growers. 

There were a total of 48 responses.

93% of all respondents recorded their business activity as truffle grower, with a few 
encompassing nursery, truffle product, and distributor based activities. Nearly 20% included 
truffle tourism in their businesses.



Support for a Levy:
An overwhelming majority (98%) of respondents rated biosecurity as being very important or
somewhat important to their businesses. 
Support for a biosecurity levy received 60% support, 27% "maybe", and just 13% opposed.

Proposed Levy Models:
A total of 47 responses were recorded for this section. There was moderate favouritism for 
the sales based levy model.  The rough percentage split was  Sales - 30%, Pot - 21%, Tree 
Count - 19%, Combination(*) - 15%, No Levy - 11%, Area - just under 5%, 

(*) Combinations suggested included pot and sales, pot,tree and sales, tree and sales, export 
sales only. Where a pot levy was mentioned it was generally proposed to apply a low cost 
levy, with the idea of collecting funds in advance of an emergency pest response.

Comments were invited, and received on each of the models.  I (JA) have attempted to 
summarise these in terms of pros and cons  for the 3 most favoured models...

Sales:
o Pro

 Simplest and probably easiest to administer. Targets those who are 
actually producing.

o Con
 Subject to honesty of producer. Difficult to identify first point of sale 

and encourages less verifiable methods of sale. Does not capture non-
productive orchards which may be higher pest risk due to neglect or 
"experimentation".

Pot:
o Pro 

 Simple to introduce and minimises number of collection points. 
Favoured in conjunction with another method.

o Con
 Concerns about fairness, ie existing orchards not included. 

Tree Count:
o Pro

 Seems fair. Should be a minimum threshold set before levy applies. 

o Con 
 Potentially expensive collection/admin costs. Larger operators may 

feel they are carrying the bulk of the load.

Action Item : JA to schedule next Levy discussion meeting within 2 weeks. Sub-committee should 
propose a suggested model (NF added to Sub-committee)

Strategic Planning update (Paul Robinson) :



- PR – No progress since the conference
o The information as provided is a summary of Alan Davies presaentation at the conference. 

o For AD to complete the document would cost an estimated $16k, which might potentially be

funded by AgriFutures
o Recommend that ATGA align the doc with the TPWA document and engage with them also

o Estimate completion by end of 1st quarter 2020

- PR – need to commit to expenditure on this
Action Item : NF to tic-tac by email over next couple of weeks to finalise next steps on completing 
the Strategic Planning document

AVSTEP (Wayne Haslam) :
- WH – the tree ‘certification’ has been reworked and rebranded as AVSTEP around 6 months ago

o The feedback was that there was a lack of ongoing monitoring for effectiveness, and the brief

was to revisit the process with some ammendments
- Colin Carter was asked for his comment on the changes
- CC – from an ATGA point of view, the changes to make sure nurseries comply are good

o From a nursery point of view (Vic and WA), there is no issue at all

-  PR – 2 nurseries are currently signed up (Pottingers and Trufficulture)
- WH – proposed that the AVSTEP changes be accepted (WH/PR)

2020 AGM and Conference (Noel Fitzpatrick) :
- NF – will be in the Canberra region in 2020

o Fiona is canvassing venues

o Looking to increase numbers, so bigger venues, close to airport and not too far from truffieres

o Treasurer to be involved, and Damian as local point of contact

o International speaker? Greg Bonito from USA? The seminar/workshop should fund their visit

o Canvas growers for content

o More to be decided at Feb 2020 face-2-face meeting

o Dates 11th – 13th Sept

- FF – narrowed down venues
- WH – volunteered to be on sub-committee as well
- CC – recommended Alpha Hotel – had been there recently
- FF – went to Canberra Convention Centre for venue options
Sub-committee is composed of NF / FF / PR / DR / WH

Marketing Sub-committee (Noel Fitzpatrick) :
- NF – needs to formalize a style guide, pricing and advertising options

o FF / NF / DR / AW / KF volunteered

o First meeting to outline outcomes and bring back to committee

Any Other Business :
- AgriFutures Evoke conference is in Feb 2020 – quite a few interesting items in there

o NF – requested support from ATGA to attend and write a report



o PR – proposed ATGA would bear costs for conference and accommodation – none against –

passed
- NF thanked Andres for his efforts as Secretary over the past 5 years

Next ATGA Meeting : Face-2-Face meeting at Melbourne Airport 15/26th Feb
Action Item : FF to send out details of Face-2-Face meeting at Melbourne Airport 15/26th Febin next 
few weeks

Meeting closed at 17:10

Action Items :
Action Item : look to defining Associate membership only for non-Australian residents, growers and 
exporters Carried over till Feb (in person) meeting
Action Item : NF will put something together for consideration and decision on Glufosinate and 
Metaldehyde registration process in 1 weeks’ time. Committee to decide whether to proceed with 
registration process by 20th Dec
Action Item : JA to schedule next Levy discussion meeting within 2 weeks. Sub-committee should 
propose a suggested model (NF added to Sub-committee)
Action Item : NF to tic-tac by email over next couple of weeks to finalise next steps on completing 
the Strategic Planning document
Action Item : FF to send out details of Face-2-Face meeting at Melbourne Airport 15/26th Febin next 
few weeks


