
Minutes of the ATGA Annual General Meeting
Sat 15th Sept 2018 at the 2018 AGM/Conference, Medlow Bath. 
Meeting Commenced @ 09:10

Present – Peter Stahle (P), Richard Austin (T), Andres Haas (S), Marcus Jessup (Tas), Wayne Haslam
(NSW), Damian Robinson (NSW), Anne Mitchell (WA), Fiona Favro (Comms Officer)

Apologies - Colin Carter (VP), Jeff Anderson (WA), Stuart Dunbar (Vic), Nick Hancock (S.A.), Fred 
Harden (Web Administrator),

Housekeeping – Richard Austen
Welcome – Peter Stahle (President)

Presidents report :
President’s Address
Australian Truffle Growers’ Association
AGM

15th September 2018

President’s Address 
2018.docx

Treasurers report :
Year in review :
- Total revenue up somewhat
- Membership is up (due mainly to Fiona Favro emailing lapsed and previous members with a 

reminder)
- Surplus is up with costs down
- Some procedural errors slowed the auditors report signoff – apologies. A copy is available to 

review if interested
See attached file for full details.

ATGA Treasurers 
Presentat ion 2018 ACCOUNTS.ppt

- Proposed to accept : Richard Austin
- Seconded : Nigel Wood
- Carried

Executive Committee Nominations :
The following positions were up for nomination :
- President (Peter Stahle) 
- Treasurer (Richard Austin)



- Secretary (Andres Haas)
- Vice President (Colin Carter)
- Vic representative (Stuart Dunbar)
- NSW representative (Wayne Haslam)
The President, Vice-President, Secretary and NSW representative (WH) re-nominated for these 
positions without contention and were re-elected for another term.
Paul Robertson nominated for the role of Treasurer in light of Richard Austen standing down and was
elected unopposed.
The only contested nomination was for the Vic representative between Stuart Dunbar and Noel 
Fitzpatrick – Noel Fitzpatrick won the vote.

The following positions will be up for re-election in 2019 :
- NSW representative (DR)
- WA representative (AM)
- WA representative (JA)
- Tas representative (MJ)
- SA representative (NH)

Ergo – the list(s) above represent the current Executive Committee with the following non-elected 
positions for assistance :
- Web Administrator (Fred Harden)
- Communications Officer (Fiona Favro)

1 : From the floor – Alex Wilson (Truffle & Wine Co) : Truffle provenance :  
AW : An Eastern states truffle producer went to a restaurant, knowing that their truffles were at that 
restaurant. When they enquired as to the provenance, they were told that the truffles were from WA.

Proposal : “The ATGA Executive to review the issue of declaration and representation of provenance
to customers and make recommendations”
- Proposed : Ales Wilson
- Seconded : Andres Haas
- Carried

2 : From the floor – International guests :  
David Hooke : As the finances are in good shape, could we look at getting an international speaker 
next year?
Richard Austen : we looked at getting a Spanish guest this year, but to make it viable he would have 
had to do some ecternal truffle consulting at $1600 per day, borne by the grower
Anne Mitchell : Truffle Kerfuffle in WA applied to State Govt for specialist visitor funding. A 
business case was prepared and funding also came from the WA DPI.
Nigel Wood : perhaps costs could be shared with the NZ conference?
Jane Austen : the dates don’t work.



3 : State reviews :  
WA – Anne Mitchell : 
- The season ran late in the west 
- There was a warm but not hot summer. No heat waves (no consistent >30 deg C for many days) – 

this is normally a stress event which leads to the germination of truffles.
- Warm, very dry autumn leading to irrigation into May (unusual)
- 9.5 Tonnes sold (+20% for paddock weight) up to a few weeks ago
- Tailed off in August rather than the usual sharp drop off.
- Older orchards that keep records indicate that yields are plateauing generally but with some 

seasonal variation due to weather differences
- Younger growers are still increasing yields
- Michael Lowe (TWCo) indicated they were up 14% on 2017
VIC – Andres Haas :
- Very mixed production in 2018 with some producing 100% of additional production, some 50%, 

some similar amounts and some produced less.
- Overall a 40% increase on 2017 production – at least 900-1000kg
- There was a very long and dry summer and autumn, similar to WA
NSW – Wayne Haslam :
- Overall around 1000 – 1200 kg produced
- A difficult year with no cold weather till July which caused increased rot – mainly early in the 

season
- The NSW Co-Op sold around 100kg and had difficulties finding new markets. The Co-op had 

more truffle available than markets to sell into. Need to transition protected Co-op member 
markets to Co-op.

- Michael Lowe (TWCo) : the T&WCo are fully supportive of the Co-op and are happy to give 
references for overseas markets.

- WH – Thank you to Alf and T&WCo
TAS – Marcus Jessop :
- 3 growers present at AGM, which represents around 800kg of saleable truffle. This was the best 

year for these 3. 
- Other smaller growers produced around 50kg each.
- A very dry autumn, but cold in June (normally in May)

4 : From the floor – Conference focus :  
Robert Utter :  the conferences are very focused on production, could the financial surplus be 
channeled into the marketing of truffles?
PS – the committee has wrestled with this in the past and it is probably opportune to revisit. There 
have been some concerns raised around ASIC and the perception of price fixing.
DR – The Canberra Region truffle industry commissioned a report which indicated that the 8-9 
weeks of the Canberra festival generated over $8 million extra into the local economy.
PR – WA trying to get growers to identify the number of trees (anonymously) to determine 
production and forecast for future production strategies for marketing.
PS – Australia wide accurate stats determination are part of the levy due diligence process.
Jane Austen – The Association has tried to do this for a number of years, but it must be remembered 
that it is not a marketing body, but it represents the growers. 

Meeting closed at 10:40


